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EU hands Theresa May Kumbh Mela intangible 
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PEOPLE 


Newsmakers 


Einstein’s 
letter on 
relativity 
sold for 
$106K 


ie u atai 


TT 
d qwa 


Vol. 24 No. 292 | 36 paces | 75.00 


FRDI bill wont 


www.asianage.com 


RNI No. 57290/94, Regd No: DL-SW-05/4189/15-17 


WINDOWS 


ĽORE 


Eva Longoria attends the 
L’Oreal Women of Worth 
Awards in New York on 
Wednesday. 


Aussie legislators 
approve marriage 
between same sex 


Sydney: Gay couples will be 
able to legally marry in 
Australia after a same-sex 
marriage bill sailed through 
parliament Thursday, end- 
ing decades of political 
wrangling. There were loud 
cheers, hugs and sustained 
clapping in the 150-seat 
Lower House when all but 
four MPs voted in support 
of marriage equality, after 
the Upper House passed the 
bill 43-12 last week. 

Full report on Page 11 


Hate killer held 
after viral video 


Jaipur: The Rajsthan police 
has arrested Shambhu Nath 
Raigar, the man behind the 
hate crime that went viral 
on social media. He had 
allegedly hacked a man to 
death then set his body on 
fire and posted the entire 
incident on Whatsapp 
claiming that he did it to 
take revenge of his sister. 
Full report on Page 3 


AOL event harmed 
Yamuna, says NGT 


New Delhi: The NGT on 
Thursday held Art of Living 
Foundation, responsible for 


— AP 


Cong dumps Aiyar for ‘neech’ barb 


Rahul first asks Mani Shanka 


6 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
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Senior Congress leader 
and a known Gandhi loy- 
alist, Mr Mani Shankar 
Aiyar ran out of luck as 
the party on Thursday 
suspended him for calling 
the Prime Minister, Mr 
Narendra Modi a “neech 
aadmi” (vile man) who 
does “dirty politics”. He 
has also been served a 
show cause notice. 

Mr Aiyar’s remark not 
merely rattled the 
Congress but gave BJP a 
stick to beat it’s rival 
before the crucial 
Gujarat polls. The Prime 
Minister, Mr Modi who 
seemed to be fighting his 
toughest battle in Gujarat 
indicated that Aiyar’s 
remark would now pro- 
vide BJP a major elec- 
toral advantage. 
Speaking in Surat, Mr 
Modi maintained that 
while had nothing to say 
on a “wise” Congress 
leader calling him 
’neech’, he hinted that 
this could just be the win- 
nin card. “They have 
their language and we 
have our work. People 


will answer them 
through the ballot box”, 
Mr Modi said. 


He (Modi) is 
neech kism ka 
aadmi (a vile 
man) who 
a has no 
"a sabhyata 
FBI (civility) 
— Mani 
Shankar 
Aiyar 


Sensing that this could 
just be the “chaiwala” 
moment for the BJP, the 
Congress vice-presdient, 
Mr Rahul Gandhi decided 
to act swiftly and 
removed Mr Aiyar from 
the primary membership 
of the party and issued a 
show cause notice. It just 
could be a wee bit late for 
the Congress to rein in 
Mr Aiyar as yet again 
before a crucial poll, he 
handed over a major 
advantage to the BJP. 

His description of Mr 
Modi as a “chaiwala” 
played a crucial role in 
making the Prime 
Minister closer to the 
“poor and ordinary” peo- 
ple in the country. “Show 
them even a chaiwalla 
can become a Prime 
Minister in this country,” 
BJP had screamed from 
E Turn to Page 4 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Dr Ambedkar 


International Centre in New Delhi on Thursday. 


— PTI 


Ex-PM attacks slowdown, DeMo 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
with agency inputs 
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Former Prime Minister 
Dr Manmohan Singh hit 
back at the BJP govern- 
ment over slowdown in 
the economy and said that 
the Centre has to register 
10.6% growth in its fifth 
year to match the UPA’s 
average GDP figures. 

“To equal the UPA’s 10- 
year average, the econo- 


Sharad to move 


court on 


To equal the UPA’s 


: D The former Prime 


10-year average, the Minister also charged 


economy will have 
to grow at 10.6% in the 
fifth year. I would be _ 
happy if it were to 
happen, but | frankly 
do not think it will. 
— Manmohan Singh, 
Former PM 


my will have to grow at 
10.6% in the fifth year, I 
would be happy if it were 


- the BJP of protecting 
- the corrupt 
` Ð Manmohan Singh 
à said that people should 
demand the release of 
documents related to 
demonetisation. 


to happen but I frankly do 
not think it will’, Dr 
in Rajkot, 


Singh said 


UK sidestens call 
for apology on 


causing damage and envi- 
ronmental degradation of 
the Yamuna flood plains by 
holding an event last year. 
Full report on Page 13 


COUNTERPOINT 


Psst... one last offer, we will 
increase reservations to 
your caste from 5% to 12%! 
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Accusing 
Rajya Sabha 
chairperson 
M. Venkaiah 
Naidu of bias, 
rebel JD(U) 
leader Sharad Sharad 


Yadav on Yadav 
Thursday said 
he will challenge his dis- 


qualification from the 
Upper House in court. 
Mr Yadav accused Mr 
Naidu of applying dif- 
ferent standards in his 
case and that of former 
RS member and liquor 
baron Vijay Mallya. An 
ethics committee was 
constituted to consider 
the disqualification of 
Mr Mallya, facing a case 
of loan default of over 
79,400 crore, before he 


sacking 


himself resigned from 
the House in September 
last year. 

“In my case the 
Supreme Court”, an 
apparent reference to 
Mr Naidu, “gave an 
order straightaway 
without referring the 
matter to a parliamen- 
tary committee”, he 
said. 

“I had resigned twice 
from Lok Sabha — on 
Emergency and hawala 
issues — and as such I 
never cared for posi- 
tions in my political life. 
During my present fight 
to save democracy, I am 
ready to sacrifice any- 
thing,” Mr Yadav said. 
He disapproved of Mr 
Naidu’s comments 
defending his decision 
to disqualify the rebel 
JD(U) leader. 


Anger, clashes, protests over 
Trump’s Jerusalem decision 


Jerusalem, Dec. 7: US 
President Donald Trump’s 
recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital sparked a 
Palestinian general strike 
and a call for a new intifada 
on Thursday as fears grew 
of fresh bloodshed in the 
region. 

At least 31 Palestinians 
were wounded in clashes in 
the Gaza Strip and across 
the occupied West Bank 
during protests against Mr 
Trump’s declaration. Israel 
deployed hundreds of extra 
troops in the West Bank as 
Palestinians went on strike 
and took to the streets. 

Mr Trump’s announce- 
ment on Wednesday night — 


D) India has made it 
clear that it does not 
plan to follow the US’ 
lead in moving its 
embassy to Jerusalem 


drawing condemnation from 
world leaders and sending 
shock waves through the 
Muslim world — reversed 
decades of US policy on the 
sensitive issue. 

Thursday, 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu addressed a con- 
ference of foreign diplomats 
in Jerusalem, saying that 
other countries had begun 
pledging to also recognise 
the city as Israel’s capital. 


On 


the 


ing 


Israeli 


—— 


“Welcome to Jerusalem, 


capital of Israel, if you 


weren’t aware of it. We have 
been aware of this for 3,000 
years,” he said at the event. 

But key US allies, includ- 


the UK and Australia, 


made clear they did not plan 
to follow Mr Trump’s lead 
on the issue. 

India too made it clear on 
Thursday that it had no 
such intention of following 
the US’ lead. In a brief state- 
ment, the MEA said in New 
Delhi, “India’s position on 
Palestine is 
and consistent. It is shaped 
by our views and interests, 
and not determined by any 
third country.” — Agencies 


independent 


Jallianwala Bagh 


London: The UK has side- 
stepped London mayor Sadiq 
Khan’s call for an official 
apology on the 1919 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre, 
saying the British govern- 
ment has “rightly con- 
demned” the “deeply shame- 
ful act” in British history in 
the past. The UK foreign 
office statement comes after 
Khan during his visit to 
Amritsar on Wednesday said 
the British government 
should apologise for the 
mass killing. 

E More on Page 4 


Gujarat, on Thursday, the 
last day of campaigning 
for the first phase of 
Gujarat Assembly elec- 
tions. 

Continuing his attack on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Dr Singh again crit- 
icised demonetisation and 
alleged that the PM has 
“betrayed” the trust of 


people. 

While addressing a 
press conference, 
E Turn to Page 4 


r to apologise and then suspends him 
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GUJARAT, 


2017.4 


CAMPAIGNING ENDS 
FOR PHASE | 


@ The high-octane cam- 
paign for the first phase of 
polling in Gujarat ended 
on Thursday with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
addressing a rally in key 
constituency of Surat and 
BJP president Amit Shah 
touring Saurashtra. 
Congress vice-president 
Rahul Gandhi's rallies for 
Thursday were cancelled 
due to the cyclone Ockhi. 
Voting will be held on July 
9 in 89 of the state’s 182 
constituencies. The rest 
will vote on December 14. 


BJP WIN WILL BE 
SMALLER: POLLS 


®@ According to various 
opinion polls conducted 
before Gujarat elections, 
the BJP has emerged as 
the clear winner. However, 
most surveys suggest that 
though the BJP will win, 
it'll be a smaller margin as 
compared to 2012. Touted 
to be the semi-final before 
2019 general elections, the 
elections are also a pres- 
tige issue for Rahul Gandhi 
who has led the campaign 
for his party, and for PM 
Modi who is the face of 
the BJP’s campaign. 


MYSTERIOUS POSTERS 


@ With just one day to go 
for polling, mysterious 
posters appeared in Surat 
on Thursday indicating 
that if Congress comes to 
power, senior leader 
Ahmed Patel would be 
made the chief minister. 
The posters also ask the 
Muslim community to vote 
for the Congress. 


hurt depositors, 
claims FinMin 


PAWAN BALI 
NEW DELHI, DEC. 7 


To quell growing fears 
and apprehension that 
the Financial Resolution 
and Deposit Insurance 
Bill, 2017, (FRDI) may 
result in people losing 
their hard-earned sav- 
ings in case of a bank’s 
failure, the finance min- 
istry on Thursday said 
that the bill as introduced 
in Parliament does not 
“adversely” modify the 
current protections for 
depositors. 

“The government’s 
implicit guarantee for 
public sector banks 
remains unaffected,” the 
finance ministry said ina 
statement. 

The bill has caused 
alarm over a “bail-in” 
provision which, some 
analysts say, may mean 
that creditors and deposi- 
tors, which include com- 
mon account holders, 


MONEY | BLUES 
D) A bail-in provision 
in the bill to deal 
with bank failure 
has sparked fear 
among depositors 


D) There are con- 
cerns that deposi- 
tors may have to 
bail out failing 
banks with their 
hard-earned money 


have to absorb losses in 
case of a bank’s failure. 

Under a bail-in, trou- 
bled banks issue ties in 
lieu of the money deposit- 
ed. In the past, in several 
countries, bail-in efforts 
have largely worked 
against depositors. In 
Cyprus, for example, 
depositors lost almost 50 
per cent of their savings 
when a  bail-in was 
E Turn to Page 4 


LAST DATE FOR AADHAAR LINK 
TO SCHEMES WILL BE MAR. 31 


New Delhi, Dec. 7: The 
deadline for mandatory 
linking of Aadhaar to 
avail welfare schemes 
will be extended till 
March 31 next year, the 
Centre told the Supreme 
Court on Thursday. 

The statement was 
made by the Centre 
before a bench headed 
by Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, which said it 
may set up a five-judge 
Constitution bench next 
week to hear several 
pleas seeking an inter- 
im stay on the decision 
of mandatory linking of 


Aadhaar. 

As of now, Aadhaar is 
needed for 135 schemes 
(of 85 ministries). This 
includes the free cook- 
ing gas (LPG) to poor 
women, kerosene and 
fertilizer subsidy, tar- 
geted PDS and rural 
jobs scheme. The 
relaxed deadline of 
March 31 will apply to 
all such schemes. 

The government’s 
decision to relax the 
Aadhaar deadline for 
welfare schemes coin- 
cided with an 
E Turn to Page 4 


Drone ‘crosses’ LAC, China erupts 


Army orders probe into crashed UAV as Beijing demands explanation 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
with agency inputs 
NEW DELHI/BEIJING, DEC. 7 


After an angry China 
demanded an explanation 
from New Delhi on how 
an Indian Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle (UAV) 
crashed in Chinese terri- 
tory after crossing the 
Line of Actual Control in 
the Sikkim sector, the 
Indian Army said the 
UAV had developed tech- 
nical problems, following 
which it lost contact with 


ground control. 

Stating that Indian bor- 
der forces had immediate- 
ly alerted their Chinese 
counterparts and the 
Chinese side reverted 
with the UAV’s location 
details, Indian Army 
spokesman Col. Aman 
Anand said: “The exact 
cause of the incident is 
under investigation. The 
matter is being dealt with 
in accordance with estab- 
lished protocols through 
institutional mechanisms 
to deal with situations 


along the India-China bor- 
der areas.” 

The UAV was on a regu- 
lar training mission 
inside Indian territory 
before losing contact with 
ground control due to a 
technical problem and 
crossed over the LAC, the 
spokesman added. While 
Indian officials did not 
give any more informa- 
tion on the UAV, includ- 
ing the timing of the inci- 
dent, the episode assumes 
significance in the back- 
drop of the 73-day standoff 


at Doklam, near the tri- 
junction between India’s 
Sikkim, China and 
Bhutan which had ended 
at the end of August. 

Sources in New Delhi 
said the incident hap- 
pened around 10 days ago, 
reports PTI. 

Terming the incident an 
infringement of China’s 
territorial sovereignty, 
Zhang Shuili, deputy head 
of the combat bureau of 
China’s Western Theatre 
Command’s joint staff 
E Turn to Page 4 
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